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It must indeed be gratifying to a father's heart to see his son
learning, whilst his father is still young, to shoulder the burdens,
and to bear the responsibilities of State administration. It
would be difficult to select for a father's pleasure anything which
could equal that. If I may congratulate His Highness on
having the assistance of his son while still so young, and when
many of his age might be devoting themselves to lighter pursuits,
may I be allowed also to congratulate his son upon possessing
so young, so picturesque, and so attractive a father. Let me
add that it is my firm conviction that whatever might happen,
whatever might befall in the future, Bikaneer will be true to its
traditions, and will be staunch and faithful to the Crown. I ask
you to drink to the health of our host, His Highness the
Maharaja. He has revelled in gathering his friends together
and in giving them the pleasure in his power to bestow. I
invite all here assembled to join in wishing health, happiness and
aU prosperity to His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaneer.

Speech at The Durbar at Delhi on the occasion of the
Visit of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales
16th February 1922

Your Royal Highness, Your Highnesses and gentlemen: We
are met here to-day to extend on behalf of the Government
of India, the Ruling Princes and the two Imperial Legislatures,
our loyal greetings to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales>
on this his first visit to the Imperial Capital of India, On
myself, as the representative of His Imperial Majesty the King-
Emperor, falls the pleasant duty of initiating the proceedings
on behalf of the Government of India, and in doing so I need not
say how fully I appreciate the opportunity of tendering to His
Royal Highness our warm and hearty welcome in these historic
surroundings, where His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught,
a year ago, inaugurated the Chamber of Princes. I feel that the
ceremony of to-day is a fitting symbol of the bond of love and
sympathy which binds India to the British Crown, not merely
the India of the Reformed Councils, but the greater India of
the future, in the Government of which the Princes and people
of India will bear an ever increasing part. His Royal Highness
comes, however, as I have said on more than one occasion, not
as the representative of any Government to promote the interests
of any political party but as the Heir to the British Throne,
anxious to acquaint himself with the thoughts and wishes of